
John Parrott was a familiar face on the professional tour 

throughout the late 1980’s and most of the 1990’s and 

remained in the top 16 for 14 consecutive seasons. 

In early life John was a keen bowls player but soon gravitated 

to snooker  becoming a promising junior player, winning the 

Junior Pontins Championship in 1981, the Pontins Open 

Championship and Junior Pot Black in 1982. The following 

year in 1983 John turned professional. Shortly afterwards in 

1984 he made his first breakthrough in the professional game 

when he went deep into the Classic, beating Alex Higgins and 

Tony Knowles before losing to Steve Davis in the semi-final. 

His talent was duly spotted and he was tipped to become a 

World Champion within the next 5 years. It actually took him 7 

years when he proudly held the trophy aloft in 1991 and also 

won the UK Championship later that year. A mean feat but the 

Masters always alluded him, losing three times to Hendry in 

the final. He also qualified for the World Championship a 

remarkable ten times and also achieved nine ranking titles in 

his career.

John carried on playing until his retirement in 2010 and has 

since been a permanent feature of the BBC events, working as 

a pundit and commentator. John is also a keen golfer and 

horse racing goer. He always seems a placid and jovial 

character off the table but on it he was a ferocious player, 

attacking when he had to be and a master of safety play. A 

heavy scorer when in the balls and someone you didn’t want to 

draw when he was on form.

In recent years John has dusted off his cue and again become 

involved in playing snooker. The invitation to join the Seniors 

tour has meant his face becoming a regular feature and has 

largely been there from the start. Although he now wears 

glasses, Parrott can still produce those dream moments worthy 

of a former World Champion!
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Click on the link below to secure your seat at the this year’s Senior 

Tour - Hurry Tickets are selling out quickly! 

https://www.sheffieldtheatres.co.uk/events/snooker-seniors
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